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Impact of Pests on Global Agriculture: Technology Profile:

Insect, disease and weed pressures are one of the greatest threats to our food * Today, crop protection
supply as they compete with crops for essential nutrients and rob them of their products save nearly a
yield and quality. Farmers rely on crop protection products to prevent these pests quarter of all global staple
from damaging their crops and limiting their harvest. However, as the impacts of
climate change grow, these pest pressures will become more extreme — making
effective use of crop protection products more important than ever before.
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Currently, 30-40% of wheat, maize and rice such as yields, income and

yields are lost annually to pests.: quality of life, to maize
farmers by 80%.°

Insects, weeds and disease thrive in warm climates. As e Greater adoption of crop
temperatures rise due to climate change, these pests will also
increase in number and resiliency. A rise of just 2 to 3°C over the
next 50 years will have serious consequences for our world.

protection products could
reduce the amount of

L people at risk of hunger
Aphids, which transmit disease to plants, can reproduce an extra by more than 90

3 generations each year with a temperature rise of only 2°C.> R LA [ million in 2050.7

A mere 3°C rise in temperature can increase the growth of
smooth pigweed by 240%. The pervasive weed threatens maize,
rice and soybean crop yields.*

Global Benefits:

By 2050, agriculture will need to produce enough food to feed 9 billion people while
battling increasingly difficult growing environments due to climate change. Crop protection
will enable farmers to adapt to these new conditions and deliver benefits around the world,
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To learn more about climate change impacts and plant science solutions:
Visit croplife.org
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