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WTO Agreement Can Enhance Food Security, Support Farmers, 
and Enable Transition to Sustainable Food Systems  

 
CropLife International and Gafta Welcome Declaration Responding to 

Modern SPS Challenges 
 
Geneva – 17 June 2022 –  

CropLife International and Gafta (The Grain and Feed Trade Association) welcome the 
Ministerial Declaration circulated at the Twelfth World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Ministerial Conference in Geneva, highlighting its importance in facilitating trade, ensuring 
market access for farmers, and allowing them to choose the innovative agricultural tools 
they need for sustainable food systems. 

The Declaration, which was signed by more than 40 delegations, calls to enhance the 
implementation of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) to better respond 
to modern challenges and support sound, science-based implementation of SPS measures. 

The latest declaration acknowledges that the global landscape has evolved since 1995, 
bringing about both new opportunities and new challenges, such as changing climatic 
conditions and associated stresses on food systems, and the growing importance of 
sustainable agricultural production systems.  

To enhance implementation of the SPS Agreement, the declaration proposes a work plan 
focused on facilitating global food security and more sustainable food systems through 
sustainable growth and innovation in agricultural production and international trade and 
by encouraging the use of international standards.  

CropLife International and its members lend their support to the proposed work plan, 
commit to identifying opportunities for engagement where appropriate, and assist 
governments to deliver on the work plan.  

“Today’s declaration is a positive step toward measures that can empower farmers in 
adapting to the unprecedented challenges facing them and by facilitating access to 
innovative solutions to enhance future food security,” said Giulia Di Tommaso, CropLife 
International President and CEO. "CropLife International welcomes this positive example of 
how we can work together to support safe and open international trade, deliver positive 
changes for people and the planet, and create a sustainable future for the next generation.” 

Gafta also lends its full support to the declaration’s purpose and work plan focused on 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/MIN22/W3R3.pdf&Open=True


 

facilitating sustainable agricultural production, innovation and international trade by 
encouraging the use of international standards. 

“The importance of having SPS measures and international standards based on sound 
science is paramount to our members who are transporting millions of tonnes of 
agricultural commodities every day to nourish the world,” Jaine Chisholm Caunt OBE, Gafta 
Director General said. “It gives us the certainty we need to trade openly and ensure global 
food and feed security.” 

 
Note to Editors: The full list signatories to the ministerial statement is as follows: African 
Group; ACP Group; Argentina; Australia; Belize; Brazil; Burkina Faso; Cabo Verde; Canada; 
Chile; China; Colombia; Costa Rica; Cote d’Ivoire; Dominican Republic; Ecuador; El Salvador; 
European Union; Gambia; Guatemala; Honduras; Hong Kong; Japan; Korea, Republic of; 
Malaysia; Mexico; Mongolia; Morocco; New Zealand; Nicaragua; Norway; Panama; 
Paraguay; Peru; Philippines; Senegal; Singapore; Switzerland; The Separate Customs 
Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen & Matsu; Tajikistan; Togo; Turkey; Ukraine; United 
States of America; Uruguay; and Vietnam.  
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For media inquiries, please contact: 
 
Jessica Joye 
Director of Communications 
CropLife International 
Email: jessica.joye@croplife.org 
 

June Arnold 
Head of Policy 
Gafta 
Email: junearnold@gafta.com

 
 
CropLife International is the voice of the global plant science industry. It champions the role 
of agricultural innovations in crop protection and plant biotechnology in supporting and 
advancing sustainable agriculture; helping farmers feed a growing population while looking 
after the planet; and progressing rural communities. The world needs farmers, and farmers 
need plant science. CropLife International is proud to be at the heart of helping farmers 
grow. 
 
Gafta, is the association representing the international grain and feed trade, established in 
1878. Our membership comprises over 1,980 agricultural commodity companies in more 
than 100 countries. It is estimated that 80% of the world’s trade in grain is shipped on Gafta 
contract terms. 
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