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Global Area of Biotech Crops
A record 18 million
farmers, in 27
countries, planted
175.2 million hectares
(433 million acres)
in 2013, a sustained
increase of 3% or
5 million hectares
(12 million acres)
over 2012
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›› FAST FACTS
Worldwide:

Korea:

• From 1996 to 2013, farmers in 29 countries
worldwide planted more than 1.25 billion
hectares of biotech crops.i

• In 2013, there was biotechnology R&D being
carried out on 58 varieties of 13 crops,
including rice, soybeans, cabbage, and red
peppers.iii

• Of the 18 million farmers growing biotech
crops in 2013, 16 million were smallholder
farmers in developing countries.i
• More than 90 percent of farmers repurchase
biotech seed year-after-year due to
successful results.ii

• Most development focuses on rice and its
environmental resilience, pest resistance,
and herbicide tolerance.
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The Global Industry Coalition (GIC) receives input and direction from trade associations representing thousands of companies
from all over the world. Participants include associations representing and companies engaged in a variety of industrial sectors
such as plant science, seeds, agricultural biotechnology, food production, anima agriculture, human and animal health care and
the environment.

