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Press Release 
 
Plant science industry supports science-based implementation of UN 
Stockholm Convention 
 
Brussels - 29 April 2005 - Next week sees the first Conference of Parties (COP1) of the 80 
countries that have ratified the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 
(POPs). Taking place from 2-6 May in Punta del Este, Uruguay, the meeting will include 
over 800 government officials and observers. 
 
The Stockholm Convention is a global treaty that came into force on 17 May 2004. It is designed 
to protect public health and the environment from Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). These are 
chemicals that remain intact in the environment for long periods and are potentially toxic to 
humans and wildlife. 
 
The Convention sets out several objectives including: 
 
• The elimination from commerce of identified POPs and others that may be identified in the 

future 
• Encouraging the transition in commerce to safer alternatives 
• Identifying additional POPs 
• The clean-up of old stockpiles and equipment containing POPs 
• Encouraging all stakeholders to work towards a POP-free environment. 
 
Christian Verschueren, Director General of CropLife International, the global federation of the 
plant science industry, said: “We welcome the Stockholm Convention and its commitment to the 
principles of sound science-based decision-making. We have strongly supported the negotiations 
of the Convention and we are committed to its rapid and effective implementation.” He went on: 
“The industry will play its part in helping its successful implementation by providing expertise, 
raising awareness, executing stewardship and education programmes, and continuously 
developing safer and better crop protection and biotechnology solutions. The plant science 
industry will continue to provide expertise and data to the authorities to assist in the development 
of regulations that will contribute to a better environment.”  
 
CropLife International has shown its support for the new guidelines for Best Available Technology 
(BAT) and Best Environmental Practice (BEP) that outline the ways of reducing unintentional POPs 
and managing POPs waste.  
 
Crop protection products are well researched during their development, and the data pertaining 
to their intrinsic properties on human health and the environment, including exposure data, are 
submitted to governments together with proposals for safe uses. Governments review these data 
and make informed judgments on whether the applicant has adequately demonstrated the safe 
use of the proposed product. Where concerns arise, risk mitigation and risk management 
strategies are employed. 
 
”The companies we represent have demonstrated their commitment to sound chemicals 
management through their adherence to and promotion of the FAO Code of Conduct on the 
Distribution and Use of Pesticides. In addition, they are fully engaged in the Strategic Approach to 
International Chemicals Management (SAICM) with the goal of further reducing the human health 
and environmental impacts that may be associated with pesticides and POPs.” 
 
CropLife International is also a core partner in the Africa Stockpiles Programme (ASP) aimed at 
disposing of an estimated 50,000 tonnes of obsolete stockpiled pesticides and contaminated 



waste in Africa in an environmentally sound manner. This multi-stakeholder partnership is in 
collaboration with African governments, the World Bank, United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization, World Wildlife Fund, Pesticide Action Network and Global Environmental Fund. 
CropLife International’s leading member companies have committed US$30 million over the 15-
year lifetime of the project. The federation has already helped with the disposal of 5,000 tonnes 
of obsolete stocks. 
 
True to its principles of continuous development and improvement, the industry will ensure that its crop protection and 
biotechnology products have a minimum impact on the environment. The products will also be developed so that they 
meet or exceed national regulatory requirements, which will incorporate the criteria of the Stockholm Convention. 

END 
 

Note to Editors: 
CropLife International is the global federation representing the plant science industry. It supports a network of regional 
and national associations in 88 countries, and is led by companies such as BASF, Bayer CropScience, Dow AgroSciences, 
DuPont, FMC, Monsanto, Sumitomo and Syngenta. CropLife International promotes the benefits of crop protection and 
biotechnology products, their importance to sustainable agriculture and food production, and their responsible use through 
stewardship activities. 
  
For further information and interviews, please contact: 
John Catt, Communications Manager 
Tel: +32 2 541 1663  
Mobile 00 32 484 972 746 
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