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World Intellectual Property Day 2005 
 

Strong IP Protection Critical for Plant Science Innovation 
 
Brussels, 26 April 2005 --- As one of the world’s most research and development-intensive industries, 
the plant science industry today marked World Intellectual Property Day with a renewed call for 
governments to respect and uphold legislation to protect intellectual property. 
 
Strong protection of intellectual property rights is an essential step in the path out of poverty - 
increasing technology transfer and foreign investment, as well as expanding international trade 
and long-term economic growth.   
 
“In today's knowledge-based economies, the ability to innovate drives a nation’s or an industry’s 
economic performance,” said Christian Verschueren, CropLife International Director General. “By 
providing incentives to inventors, intellectual property protection encourages innovation and 
creative dynamism, which translates into better quality and a larger choice of products and 
services for consumers.”  
 
Speaking on behalf of the 8 leading plant science companies of CropLife International, 
Verschueren said IP protection was “especially important” to the plant science industry – second 
only to the pharmaceuticals industry for the money it invests in research and development (R&D).   
 
“Over the next 50 years the world's population is estimated to grow more than 40 percent, from 
6.3 billion people to around 9 billion,” he said. “To meet their needs, we must produce more food, 
feed and fibre.” 
 
“Innovative crop protection products and agricultural biotechnologies are a necessary part of the 
solution.  But, they don’t come cheaply.  Currently, hundreds of millions of dollars in capital and 
labour, and up to ten years of research and regulatory review are required to bring a new plant 
technology to market.” 
 
“The plant science industry relies on intellectual property rights to protect its research 
investments and justify continued innovation.”   
 
He added that IP protection legislation must also be properly policed and enforced by government 
authorities.  
 
“Like all policy measures, intellectual property rights are not sufficient in themselves,” he said. 
“They must be combined with sound economic management, proper infrastructure and efficient 
institutions to ensure enforcement, as well as appropriate supporting policies and public 
awareness to bring about the economic, social and cultural benefits they promise.”  

-End- 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Note to Editors: 
CropLife International is the global federation representing the plant science industry.  It supports a network of regional 
and national associations in 87 countries, led by companies such as BASF, Bayer CropScience, Dow AgroSciences, DuPont, 
FMC, Monsanto, Sumitomo and Syngenta.  CropLife International promotes the benefits of crop protection and 
biotechnology products, their importance to sustainable agriculture and food production, and their responsible use through 
stewardship activities. 
  
For further information, please contact: 
Christine R. Gould, Knowledge and Information Officer 
Tel: +32 2542 0413 or +32 484 627 030 
Switchboard: +32 2 542 0410 
Email: christine@croplife.org 
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