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Media Release 

CropLife International calls on WTO to eliminate tariffs 

for crop protection chemicals 

 

CropLife International is coordinating efforts by the plant science industry to 

achieve a reduction or elimination of tariffs for crop protection chemicals 

around the world.  The direct benefits of duty-free treatment for crop 

protection chemicals include: 

 

• Improved farmers’ access to crop protection products worldwide through 

lowered input costs 

• Promoting international trade in crop protection chemicals;  

• Enabling the plant science industry to devote additional resources to 

regulatory and environmental compliance activities 

• Facilitating innovation of new products 

 

Our proposal seeks to remove all non-tariff measures and barriers adversely 

affecting duty-free treatment for crop protection chemicals.   The proposal will 

not affect provisions related to the movement, sale, and use of crop protection 

chemicals that may arise from international conventions and national legislation 

on health, safety, and the environment, or other aspects of trade in crop 

protection chemicals.   

 

The proposal does not affect intellectual property protection relating to 

registration data, patents, trademarks, copyright, or other such areas.  We also 

acknowledge that member states with high-applied tariff rates may need extra 

time to phase them out in stages. 

 

-more- 



Integrated crop protection solutions utilising agricultural chemicals and 

agricultural biotechnology help farmers to produce more with less, while 

minimising negative impacts on environment and biodiversity.  The safe and 

efficient use of these products translates into improved quality of food, fibre, 

and animal feed by controlling pest damage and diseases in the field and 

during transport and storage. 

 

-End- 

 

Notes to Editors: 
  
The following chemical products have been identified for duty-free treatment by CropLife International: 
 

• Finished products classified in Chapter 3808 of the World Customs Organisation Harmonisation 
Systems Code; 

• Active ingredients primarily listed in the Pesticide Manual 12th Edition, published by the British Crop 
Protection Council, including salts, esters and hydrates of listed products; 

• Sole and predominant use intermediates in crop protection chemicals. 
 
CropLife International is the global federation representing the plant science industry.  It supports a network 
of regional and national associations in 85 countries, led by companies such as BASF, Bayer CropScience, 
Dow AgroSciences, Dupont, FMC, Monsanto, Sumitomo and Syngenta. CropLife International promotes the 
benefits of crop protection and biotechnology products and their importance to sustainable agriculture and 
food production.  
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